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of Save Our Springs Alliance and Wimberley Valley Watershed Association, the petitioners file this
petition in their individual capacity: professioradfiliations are listed for identification purposesly.
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the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 U.S.C. § 553(e); and 50 € £2R.14(a)he Petitioners hereby

petiioni KS { SONBGFNE 2F (GKS LYGSNAZ2NE (KNBERIKLGKS | yA
G { SNIDA OS¢ 0 Pedérpales RiRI{58iADE salarfaBdarryceap. 1) as a threatened or

endangered specgunder the ESAPetitioners also request that critical habitat be designated for the

Pedernales River springs salamander concurrently with the species being listed, pursuantto 16 U.S.C. §
1533(a)(3)(A) and 50 C.F.R. § 424.12.

US-WS hagurisdiction over this petition. This petition sets in motion a specific process, placing definite
response requirements on the Service. Specifically, the Service must issue an initial finding as to whether
GKS LISGAGAZ2Y & LINB a Sobrandercial dddrénationyindidating thad therg@oyfed A FA O 2 NJ
action may be warrantetl(16 U.S.C. § 1533(b)()fA)T2 { Ydzad VYI 1S GKA& AYAGAL €
maximum extent practicable, within 90 daysiad NJ NS OSA @Ay 3 G(GKS LISGAGAZ2Yy dé

We further petitionUS-WS to use its authority to promulgate an emergency listingfaslthe
Pedernales River springalamander pursuartb section 4(b)(7) of the ESA, 16 U.8.8533(h(7);
section 553(e) of the Administrative Procedure Act, 5 USH63(e);and 50C.F.R§ 424.20. Asdetailed
in this petition, themajority of the Pedernales River springs salamaragulation faces aignificant
and immediaterisk to its welbeingnecessitatingemergency listing.

In accordance witlb0 C.F.Rg 424.14(b)Petitioners lavenotified the State offexagheir intent to file a
petition addressing specieoccurring within those Stated least 30 days prior to submission of this
petition. Copies of notification letters and email receipnfirmationare included below:



9/15/2021 Wren Daytree LLC Mail - Notice of intent to petition listing of native Texas species

M G ma il Crystal Datri <crystal.datri@wrendaytree.com>

Notice of intent to petition listing of native Texas species

Bill Bunch <bill@sosalliance.org> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 6:09 AM
To: carter.smith@tpwd.texas.gov
Bce: crystal.datri@wrendaytree.com

Dear Mr. Smith;
Please accept the attached letter providing notice of the intent of Save Our Springs Alliance and Wimberley Valley
Watershed Association to petition the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for the listing of native Texas species as endangered or

threatened.

Please let me know that you received this message. If you have any questions, please contact me by email or at the cell
phone number listed below.

Thank you for your consideration.
Bill Bunch

Bill Bunch

Save Our Springs Alliance

P.O. Box 684881

Austin, Texas 78768
512-784-3749

@ NoticetoCarterSmithAug2021Final.docx
628K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/4?ik=a21c0011f9&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1708610348444071595&simpl=msg-f%3A17086103484... 1/1




August 20, 2021

Carter Smith

Executive Director

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department

Austin, Texas Via email: carter.smith@tpwd.texas.gov

RE: Notice of intent to file petitions with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to list native Texas species
as endangered or threatened
Dear Mr. Smith;

Please accept this notice of intent to file petitions with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to list the
following native Texas species as endangered or threatened: Barton cavesnail
(Stvgopyrgus bartonensis), Eva corbinii, bracted twistflower (Streptanthus bracteatus), black-capped
vireo (Vireo atricapila), Pedernales River springs salamander (Eurycea species 1), Devils and west
Nueces salamander (Eurycea species 3), the distinct salamander species known from two sites in
Williamson County, Texas (Furycea species 5), and Baker’s cave amphipod (Stygobromiis bakerr).

This notice is provided on behalf of Save Our Springs Alliance and its members and advisors and
Wimberley Valley Watershed Association and its members and advisors.

Thank you for vour consideration.

Sincerely,
Bill Bunch

Executive Director
bill@sosalliance.org

Austin's water watchdog since 1992

905-A West Oltorf Street - Austin - Texas - 78704 - 512-477-2320 - SOSAlliance.org




9/15/2021 Wren Daytree LLC Mail - Notice of intent to petition listing of native Texas species

M Gma il Crystal Datri <crystal.datri@wrendaytree.com>

Notice of intent to petition listing of native Texas species

Bill Bunch <bill@sosalliance.org> Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 7:31 AM
To: Crystal Datri <crystal.datri@wrendaytree.com>, David Baker <davidbaker@wimberleywatershed.org>

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Carter Smith <Carter. Smith@tpwd.texas.gov>

Date: Fri, Aug 20, 2021 at 7:23 AM

Subject: Re: Notice of intent to petition listing of native Texas species
To: Bill Bunch <bill@sosalliance.org>

Bill,

Greetings. Just confirming receipt of your letter. Thank you for the heads up about the planned petition to USFWS. | will
share internally within TPWD.

Thank you.
Best,

C. Smith

Sent from my iPhone

On Aug 20, 2021, at 8:21 AM, Bill Bunch <bill@sosalliance.org> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]
<NoticetoCarterSmithAug2021Final.docx>

[Quoted text hidden]
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SUMMARY:
The range of the Pedernales River springs salamander is limited to approxitr@lestations
within an 32square milg(83 knf) areaat the junction of Hays, Travis, and Bla@munties Texas All of
its knownrange ighreatened by degraded water quantity and quality and other effects of urbanization.

Species Information

We, the petitioners, present sufficient, reliable information related to the taxonomic status of
the Pedernales River springs salamandrhe Pedernales River springs salamander meets the definition
2T | & &LISOA S dns salayhah@ehds firdt fSund b Badl Chippiale and David Hillis in
1989 in two small springs contributing to the Pedernales River in the western coreava$ County
where RR 3238 crosses the river at Hammetts$§ing (Chippidale et al. 1994Chippindale et al. 2000).
Chipphdale et al. 2000 described evidence of species status for the Pedernales population as
G LI NI A Odzf F NI & & (eNSRlghuddars pbdsdssiuhigla comdnations of allkzgnde and
sequence character states and almost certainly represent a distinct species; we expect to formally
RSAaONAOS (GKSY |4 &4dzO0K LISYRAY3 O2YLX SGA2Y 2F | RRA
morphological description for this species remains unpublished astibenissiorof this petition;
however,this description is nohecessaryo demonstratethe clear taxonomicdesignatiorof the
Pedernales River springs salamanddre genetic distinctiveess of this species has not been refuted
since its discovery, whileuryceaspecies boundariglsave since been further refingdillis et al. 2001,
Chippndale & Price 2005, Bendik et al. 20D@&yitt et al. 2019Corbin 202D Further, the
morphologicakimilarities amondeuryceaspecies have confounded previous species delimitation
efforts, with many of the species currently recognized through genetic studies being once considered
conspecific bsed on morphology alone (Chipgale 2000Chippindalest d. 2000,Hillis et al. 2001,
Wiens et al. 2003)Devitt et al.(2019 assessed population structure, phylogeny, and distribution of
multiple Euryceaspeciesacross the Edwardsrinity Aquifer of westentral Texashrough analyses of
genomewide DNAproducing araccurate delineation of species boundaries that are criticaUf&r
Endangered SSOA S& ! OG f A diehand MayRIDD) andpreeytitg thee bxtnction of rare,
cryptic, species (Daugherty et al. 1998pecies status for the BernalesRiver springs salamandisr
only further supported in this recent taxonomic analysis where the speciefeised toasEuryceap. 1
(Devitt et al. 2019) Thesedefinitive and widely respected results have had significapiicationson
the statusof the many central exasEuryceaspeciesincluding thefederallythreatenedGeorgetown
and Salado salamanders whose proposed critical habitat designationsraeatly undergoing revision
(USFWS 2020

The Pedernales River Springs salamafideryceasp. 1) has an extremelyrited range of
approximately 1&known locations, distributed among thieexascounties of Hays, Travis, and Blanco,
the majority of which aravithin a 0.5 square mile area.@lkm?) (Figure 1).Specimens from five
locations have been genetically grouped with the Pedernales River springs salantaurgeeép. 1):
IryysSdadoa / N2 CHivihdale et al61994, Chippindale et al. 2000,
Bendik et al. 2013, Devitt et.&2019), Martin Sprindjij| | Qs J]3NB: o 7 PonwmvmpwmT 5SOAGG

spring | E: Corbin 2020), Maples CHNEEEER ¢ Devitt et al. 2019) and
Hope Spring 5l : Corbin 2020). Filecations are within themmediate geographic
vicinity and are presumed to be grouped witlryceasp. 1 following genetic sequeing Bendik2021

10



pers. comm.): Reimers Ranch Sprindjii A GG 2177awaiting accession with

UT Arlingtop, Climbers Canyorp@ng (GG AGG 2176. awaiting accession with
Arlington), Little Elder Spring G 2\HC 114899Bunkhouse Spring| GGG
IR\ <\ch2021pers. comm), andWinkler Ranch Windmill W = ele

21642165 awaiting accession witdT Arlingto@ + 6 0 NE @A G SR a2 A)yRYAff 2 St f ¢

Figurel. The 1known locations for the Pedernales River springs salamander, distributed among the counties of
Hays Travis, and Blanco within a 8Guare mile area88km?). At this scale, Little Elder and Bunkhouse Springs
appear at the same poirdue to their close proximity

Thel5delineatedEuryceaspeciesof central Texaare foundin oligotrophicenvironments of
springs, sprinded streams, and watebearing karstdrmations of the Edwards Aquifer and its
catchment area in the Edwardginity (Plateau) and ity (Hill Country) aquiferfDevitt et al. 2019)
The Pedernales River springs salansaisl geographically separated from other central Téxag/cea
(Chippindaleet al. 1994 Chippindalest al. 2000, Devitt et al. 20}9Figure Xepicts the distribution of
Euryceancluded in recent taxonomic analysisross the Edwardgrinity aquifer gstem of westcentral
Texas.
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