





























What will we leave
to the children!?
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Barton Springs — still clean, still hanging on against encroaching pollution.
Photo by Alan Pogue.

polluted by development.

For 700,000 years Barton Springs has been
aushing forth its crystal clear waters from
the depths of a limestone aquifer. For over
10,000 years, parents have been bringing
their children to Barton Springs. Today,
hundreds of thousands of people from all
over the world still come to swim in this
idyllic spot.

Barton S[\Tin;_[.'« is too valuable an asset to
lose because of a few people's greed and our
neglect. This Saturday you will decide if the
Springs will survive us. Let’s make sure we're
not the ones to bring this long and hallowed
history to an end. Vote YES on Ordinance =]
to Save Our Springs.

5.0.5. IS ORDINANCE #1

$.0.5. also supports Making Austin
Stranger (MAS) Neighborhood Coalition for:

B Prop. #5 Erosion and Flood Control

I Prop. #8 Parks and Recreation Fadilities
M Prop. #9 Libraries

M Prop. #12 Mexican American Cultural

Center (MACC), Carver Museum

§.0.5. dlso supports Propasition #10
to protect water quality and preserve
the Hill Country.

Save Our Springs and the Aquifer.
Vote YES on Ordinance #1, The S.0.S Citizens’ Initiative, Saturday, August 8th.

ENDORSEMENTS FOR ORDINANCE #1 (5.0.5. ORDINANCE) TO SAVE BARTON SPRINGS AND THE AQUIFER

Austin American-Statesman; Austim Chronicle; Making Austin Stronger; NAACP; League of Women Voters; Travis County Democratic Party; South Austin Mexican American Democrats;
LULAC; PODER; East Austin Strategy Team; Sierra Club; Clean Water Action; Texas Citizen Action; Austin Neighborhood Council; Nokoa; La Prensa; South Austin Democrats; North East

Austin Demacrats; University SOS - 20 Student Organizations; Hays County Democratic Party; AISD Board Members Kathy Rider, Ted Whatley & Diana Casteneda; Former Agriculrure
Commissioner Jim Hightower; State Representatives Glen Maxey, Libby Linebarger & Elliot Naishtar; Austin Community College Trustees Beverly Davis & Hunter Ellinger: Travis County
officials Marcos De Leon, Margaret Gomez & Stacy Suits; Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation District Members Jack Goodman, Patrick Cox & Sue Johnson; Former City Council

| Members Frank Cooksey, Jeff Friedman, Emma Long, Robert Barnstone, Smoot Carl-Mitchell, Larry Deuser, Emma Lou Linn & Margaret Hoffman; and over 370 Austin Business Leaders,

Pol. Ad. paid by Austin Business Leaders for the Environment (ABLE), PO Box 2382, Austin, Texas 78768
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PHOTG BY WILL VAN OVERBEEK

Life After August 8

An Open Letter to the Austin City Council
from Daryl Slusher

Dear Bruce, Ronney, Charles, Bob, Louise, Gus and Max:

We've just come to the end of a long, bitter
election fight. It was, of course, made longer,
and more bilter, because four of you defied
the city charnter as well as a count order, and
refused to set the election for May 2, But let's
not dwell on that,

We heard during the election that this was
one of the most divisive fights in Austin his-
tory. These statements were made mostly by
developers, the local daily, television report-
ers, and some of you. I disagree, I think this
election was one of the most unifying events
in Austin history, and the most unifying politi-
cal struggle since I arrived here in 1976, It may
not seem like that to y'all, because it was y'all
that the people united against.

The people of Austin united against you,
and against the power structure of the town,
including the Chamber of Commerce, the
Austin American-Statesmanand TV channels
7 and 24. The 64% to 36% SOS victory was a
triumph of an intelligent, informed populace
overa manipulative, self-serving power struc-
ture. And, let’s face it, the SOS victory was a
stinging rebuke to the council, not just to the
RULE, but to all of you except Max Nofziger,
the only one who voted against the composite

ordinance which the SOS overturned. And, -

Ronney, this is really an even more serious
rebuke to you. Your alternative just got
stomped into the ground,

But let's not dwell on that either. 1 write to
challenge you to faithfully implement the clear
will of the people, and to move on to other
issues which have been neglected for far too
long, and which have particularly suffered
during the long war over SOS.

Gang, forget me, forget the Chronicle, and
forget SOS for a moment. Simply recall that
you were elected to serve the citizens of Aus-
tin. Remember?

Things are bad out there. Crime is rampant.,
Unsolved murders abound. Too many youth
see no hope, The Police Department has big
problems. More and more homeless roam the
streets, begging at intersections, sleeping out-
side. Social program funding has been cut as
the demand for the programs increases.
Waiting lists for public housing are longer
than ever. Citizens who call the 911 emer-
gency number sometimes get a recorded mes-
sage, saying they will be helped by the next
available operator.

This is totally-unacceptable. Why is it that
the council and the city manager can always
find money for emergencies like a convention

| center parking garage or East 6th Street up-

grades to serve conventioneers, or land for a
new City Hall, but you can't find the money to
adequately staff the 911 center, or other criti-
cal needs? Come on, something is seriously
wrong here,

At the East Austin tank farm, hundreds of

Write Us, Tell Us!

On September 4, 1992, The Austin
Chronicle will publish Vol. 11, #1, its 11th
Anniversary issue. In our 10th Anniversary
issue, we published selections from 10 years
of letters we had printed inthe Chronicle. For
our 11th, we'd like to invite readers to write
in and tell us what they think we're doing
wrong, what we're not doing that they feel
we should be doing, and what we're doing
right. We're not looking for cheap kudos
here (and given our readers, we're not ex-
pecting them), but rather a dialogue with
our readers as (o whal they think about this
publication. As always with letters, the
shorter they are, the better.

men, women and children are sick. Some of
themaredying. Dying! They've beento count-
less meetings, describing to government offi-
cialstheirheadaches, nausea, rashes, repeated
miscarriages. The issue has been on the front
pages since January. It has received national
media attention. You listen to these people
pour out their hearts and souls, hear them cry
when their children and their elders don’t get
well. Then you explain that the city has little
power to help them. And when a county
official tells you that you have more power
than you think, then Gus Garcia and Charles
Urdy shut the meeting down, What's going on
here, guys? Where are your minds? Don't run
fromthese people. Find outhow you can help
them, then do it.

In northeast Austin, an apartment complex
had to be evacuated because it was built over
a former city-county dump, and methane
started seeping through the floors, This com-
plex wasbuilt with the financial backing of the
city, because the developer agreed to devote
atleast 20% of the units to subsidized housing
for low income people. Neither the city, nor
the developer, informed prospective tenants
of the site’s former status as a dump,

The only one who was on the council
when this project was approved is Charles
Urdy, who, of course, voted yes. More recently,
however, the city and apartment manage-
ment failed to inform residents even after
methane gas began seeping from under-
ground into apartments. Even when five
apartments were evacuated, other residents
weren'ttold why. New tenants were accepted
up to the very day before the evacuation was
ardered. How can you let this happen? Why
aren't heads rolling?

Every one of you ran for office pledging to
tackle problems like these. Instead, most of
you have spent the last year warring for the
interests of a few land speculators and devel-
opers with direct financial interests in the most
environmentally sensitive pant of town. You
betterrack up some accomplishments on other
fronts immediately, because let’s face it, this is
probably the last term for at least some of you.

Rappin’ with the RULET

It's really hard to take this council seriously.
Dr. Urdy, you held a meeting in East Austin
before the election to urge voters (o oppose
the SOS, as well as land purchases for parks
and endangered species habitat. You argued
that $60 million in bonds approved for East
Austin in 1984 has not been spent. You're
probably right. In fact, your figure is probably
low. But, Dr. Urdy, you're the senior member
of the city council. You've been sitting up
there since 1981. So why haven't you fought
to get that $60 million appropriated? And

continued on page 12

Neo More Slush Fund

Dear Editor:

I am very glad to see that the Chronicle is now
reporting on actions and activities of the Austin ISD
and, in particular, the Board of Trustees' votes on
important issues, such as the upcoming district
budget, I recognize, however, that the topics may
sometimes be somewhat recondite for the uninitiated
in "educationese.”

For example, in describing the budget which 1
presented o the Board of Trusiees, the author
comments on the absence of a “contingency fund.”

continued on p.4
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Life After August 8, .......

how come you didn't complain about this
until you went out to huckster for some
more bonds? And, Dr. Urdy, you should be
honest with the folks and tell them that most
of the $159 million in General Obligation
Bonds(GOBs)approved on Saturday won't
happen for a long time because only $50
million in GOBs can be issued this year and
$25 million in each subsequent year,

Dr. Urdy, you continually argue that en-
vironmental regulations cost African-
Americans jobs, but a forward-thinking city
council could create more jobs through
environmental protection: recycling; water
and air quality monitoring; making retrofit-
ting and environmental technology into a
jobs program.

You never propose ideas for creating
those kinds of jobs, or any other. You only
talk about jobs for the poor and minerities
when someone proposes stricter environ-
mental regulations. Where are your jobs pro-
grams? Are the people in East Austin, whom
you invoke to fight environmental regula-
tion, better off today than they were 11
years ago when you took office? I think not,
Dr. Urdy, the monument to your term is the
Arthur DeWitty Job Training Center, which
you and the city built in 1984,
but which the city has never
figured out how to utilize.

Dr. Urdy was sick after the
This cicction and we didnt get to
talk. But, Ronney, Bob and
Louise, we talked, Louise said,
“It's a new day. This is the law
and we need to fight with all
our resources to defend it.”
Ronney quoth, “I will follow
the people’swill.” Bob offered,
“The citizens have spoken. I
accept that.” Each of you sol-
emnly promised not to pull
any technical tricks, and not 1o
sabotage the city’s legal posi-
tion if any lawsuits are filed
against the 5OS. I'd like to be-
lieve you, but I don't. I challenge you to
convince me, And guys ~ the people spoke
long before this election, many times.

Louise, you and the mayor, in particular,
ran as environmentalists. You promised a
new day when you ran. You promised (o
take care of the city and its environment,
and you haven't, Your performance in office
hasbeen directly opposite of your promises
on the campaign trail. But now if you keep
your new promises, if this time you carry
out the will of the voters, perhaps we really
will see a new day at City Hall.

Bob, you told me the voters were “mis-
led” into approving the SOS. That is just
incredible, What an insult. You are saying

]
»
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that the voters weren't smart enough to
make a decision. You were also quoted in
the daily as saying that if you were a land-
owneryou would sue the city. Bob, itseems
that you won't be able to defend or support
this ordinance, even though it is now city
law, If you can’t respect the intelligence of
the voters (I can see how you'd be cynical;
they did, afterall, elect you), or carry out the
laws of the city, then you should resign.
Immediately.

Ronney, you expressed concerns that no
one will trust your motives on SOS, This
shows you're at least reading the populace
better than Bob. To deal with this percep-
tion problem, you promised to “follow the
mayor's lead” on any controversial matters
to do with implementing the SOS. “I just
need out of the issue,” you explained. Now,
Ronney, if you want to follow a colleague's
lead, why not Max Nofziger? He supported
SOS. Better yet, you should take your cues
from SOS aworney Bill Bunch, Those two,
not the mayor, had their positions validated
by the people last week.

Ronney, you're probably not going to
follow Bill Bunch's lead, or Max’s, but let
me explain to you, and the mayor, why
Bruce Todd is not the guy to follow here. It
is his ordinance that the SOS overturned. If
the mayor had made good on his campaign
promises, there would never have been an
SOS petition drive or election. The mayor
ran for office promising to bring peace
between developers and the citizenry, and
to pass the toughest watershed ordinance
possible. Instead, he appointed a devel-
oper-dominated task force to sabotage the
interim ordinance (similar to SOS) passed
by the previous council. He then worked
out a compromise between his task force's
plan and an even weaker plan puttogether
by the Planning Commission. The result
was the “composite CWO,"” a compaosite of
the two weak plans. “Betrayal,” is how SOS
director Brigid Shea described Todd's role
in the CWO.

The mayor argued that he had not broken
his campaign promises because the com-
posite was the toughest ordinance he could
getthroughthe council. Buthe then refused
to support SOS, even though it was much
tougher. (The mayor's lack of support for
SOS didn’t stop him from seeking that group’s
help with his problems. A few weeks before
the election, he went to the SOS steering
committee and pleaded with them to sup-
port all the bond packages. SOS officials,
who had already worked out a plan to
support four central city bonds with a coa-
lition of minority groups, declined to help.)

CRP officials went around the campaign
circuit claiming that Todd told the Chamber

of Commerce executive committee that he
was going to vote no on SOS. Todd denied
that, but refused to say how he would vote.

Finally, on election night, he told Chronicle

reporter Robert Bryce that he voted yes on
everything.

Let's face it, mayor, you haven't been
much of a leader, and you've been a dismal
failure as a “consensus builder.” Your con-
sensus building is a cruel joke. You've gota
new chance now, Please take it seriously, and
please don't get tricky, especially now that
you're voting for yourself and Ronney.

And, Gus, you're getting off a lot easier
than you deserve. You were up onthe stage
at the SOS victory party celebrating, soak-
ing up credit. You do deserve some credit
for helping gather support for SOS, behind
the scenes. But some of us remember that
you voted for the composite, leaving Max
hanging out there all alone, and averting a
major PR disaster for the mayor by prevent-
ing RULE from becoming RULET. And you

just recently deserted the defenders of

Barton Creek on the Tamarron project.
You're a nice guy, Gus, but being a nice guy
isn't enough. We've had a lot of those.

Barton Creek,
The Immediate Future

Several of you expressed concerns about
misinformation spread by the SOS. I agree
in one aspect. SOS sent out a mailer asking
volers Lo “wrile the last chapter in the fight
Lo preserve our Springs.” Election day was
not the final chapter. I know it. SOS knows
it. You know it, and the citizens know it.
The campaign operatives got a little carried
away on that one. We are nowhere nearthe
last chapter.

Here's the theme of the SOS chapter, and
all the chapters leading up to last Saturday.
For a number of years now, in a number of
elections, in as many ways as possible, the
people of Austin have asked for one simple
thing: that their city (the whole city: councils,
developers, and populace) not include the
Barton Springs and Barton Creek Waler-
shedsand other ecologically sensitive areas
inits preferred growth corridor. That's nota

new idea —it's been a prominent feature of

Austin master plans since Calvin Coolidge
was president, since before any of the cur-
rent players were born — and if we're all on
the same page it should not be that hard to
implement. City planners have many toolsto
shape growth - primarily roads, utility hook-

upsandtaxing policy —and there’s plenty of

room for Austin to grow in other directions
which are both less environmentally fragile
and closertothe underemployed laborforce
of East and Southeast Austin,

Yetcity councils for at least 20 years have
not only allowed intensive development in
the Barton Springs zone - they've encour-
aged and subsidized it, with publicly funded

roads, sewers and utilities, not to mention
loan bailouts by the federal government, It
is time for that to stop, and it is time for you
to stop fighting a rear-guard action against
the will of the people, and get on with the
business of running this city.

My advice is that you pause and think as
deeply as you can about the message voters
have sent on Barton Springs. You now face
two issues that are absolutely critical to the
future of the springs, and the entire city:
Phase 2 of the South Austin Outfall, and the
hundreds of pending development appli-
cations in the area. Those are the immediate
issues on which the public will judge your
resolve to implement their mandate regard-
ing SOS.

The development applications were filed
in a rush during the four-month delay
before the election so they could fall under
your CWO. They’re heading for, or already
on, the Planning Commission agenda. If
you hope to win back any respect from
voters, you will urge members of the Plan-
ning Commission to reject the frivolous,
incomplete applications, and instruct them
to oppose all variances. Variances can be
appealed to you, so if and when the cases
make it to the council, you should oppose
all variances or, once again, you will betray
the voters.

On September 3, you are scheduled to
consider construction of the South Austin
Outfall. The Outfall is a massive sewer line
that is planned to cut across Barton Creek,
below the springs, run across Zilker Park,
then out into the reaches of the Barton
Creek Watershed. This pipe is probably
what the real war is over. It would serve
massive development in the Watershed,
including: the Parkstone PUD near Twin
Falls and Sculpture Falls; Clayton Williams’
Terrace PUD behind Zilker Park at Loop
360 and MoPac; and probably Jim Bob
Moffett’s Barton Creek PUD.

If you have any intention of carrying out
the will of the voters, this project will be put
on indefinite hold while the future of the
walershed is pondered. To do otherwise
would be of an arrogance we have not yet
witnessed, and there is no telling what kind
of forces it could set into motion. Instead of
approving the Outfall, begin using the bond
money that voters allocated for land pur-
chases, starting with the $15 million for the
RTC property on Upper Barton Creek.

Lastly, appeal to your allies in the elec-
tion just past. Ask them to acknowledge
and respect the citizen mandate. So far, the
development representatives who have
shown their faces have talked of taking the
battle to the courts and to the state legisla-
ture. Persuade them not to do this for the
good of the city, and persuade them to treat
the land well. After all, that is what bol.h

sides claim to want.
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NORTH LAMAR
Between 29th & 30th i

9:30A.M. - 6:30P.M. MON-SAT
1-5 PM. SUN
479-8608

1
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 ADOPTION ,

nounc'?
US DAYSI!!

ADOPT! !

PUPPIES, KITTENS
DOGS & CATS! |
PUREBREEDS ]
Come in TCDAY and see
our fabulous selection of :

cute & cuddly pets. Don't
ADOPT NOW!

wait...,

FREE + Pre-Adapt Shots
Adopter’s * Free Starter Kit » Spay/Neuter l
Bonus * Free Leash—and more!
Directions: Located one block Wast of Lamar Bivd I

| Humane Society of Austin & Travis Co. |

Open Everyday: 11AM-7PM I
156 Wast 1st St., Austin, TX 478-9325
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' |ATTENTION VOTERS

Are you registered to vote at
your current address?
ou have a blue voter card?
f not, your name will be
removed from voter rolls on
August 16, 1992
Everyone counts in Travis County
call
Travis County
Voter
Registrar
for more
information at

473-9473

Do
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